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decessor in a very small cave on the summit, where he joined labour with
prayer, copying books, and making nets, by which he gained his own
subsistence and increased the stock of his monastery for the relief of the
poor. His only garment was a thin sheep's skin, and he wore an iron girdle
round his loins. Great numbers renounced the world to serve God under
his direction; and a young widow, of great quality, who changed her name
to that of Anne, became his spiritual daughter and took the religious veil
in a nunnery situated at the foot of his mountain. After some years Stephen,
out of a love of closer retirement, and a severer course of life, resigned his
abbacy to one Marinus, built himself a remote cell much narrower than
his cave, so that it was impossible for him to lie or stand up in it at his ease,
and shut himself up in this sepulchre in the forty-second year of his age.

Constantine Copronymus carried on for twenty years the war which
his father Leo had begun against holy images. In 754 he caused a pre-
tended council of three hundred and thirty-eight Iconoclast bishops to
meet at Constantinople, and to condemn the use of holy images as a
remnant of idolatry,1 and in all parts of the empire persecuted the Catholics
to compel them to subscribe to this decree. His malice was chiefly levelled
against the monks, from whom he apprehended the most resolute opposition,
Being sensible of the influence of the example of our saint, and the weight
which the reputation of his sanctity gave to his actions, he was particularly
solicitous to engage his subscription. Callistus, a patrician, was dispatched
to him on that errand, and used all the arts in his power to prevail with
the saint to consent to the emperor's desire; but he was obliged to return
full of confusion at a miscarriage where he had promised himself certain
success. Constantine incensed at St Stephen's resolute answers, which the
patrician reported to him, sent Callistus back with a party of soldiers with
an order to drag him out of his cell. They found him so wasted with fasting
and his limbs so much weakened by the straitness of his cell, that they were
obliged to carry him on their shoulders to the bottom of the mountain,
and there they kept him under a strong guard* Witnesses were suborned
to accuse the saint, and he was charged with having criminally conversed
with the holy widow Anne. This lady protested he was innocent, and
called him a holy man; and because she would not come into the emperor's
measures, she was severely whipped and then confined to a monastery at
Constantinople, where she died soon after of the hard usage she suffered.

The emperor, seeking a new occasion to put Stephen to death, persuaded
one of his courtiers, called George Syncletus, to draw him into a snare.
Constantine had forbid the monasteries to receive any novice to the habit.
George, going to Mount St Auxentius, fell on his knees to St Stephen and
begged to receive the monastic habit. The saint knew him to belong to
the Court because he was shaved, the emperor having forbid any at his

* Cone. t. vii. p. 40*-
5A